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Introduction
River floods in early spring are known to be associated with an extensive removal and transfer of various materials, including insects. But active stages of aphids so common on many plants are absolutely lacking, and their eggs too use to be rare. On the other hand specimens mum mified by parasitoids can be found regularly and often in great numbers. A high % of them yielded adult wasps, comprising 32 % Aphidiidae and 9% Chalcidoidea (A saphes vulgaris Wa lker 1834, A. suspensus Nees von Esenbeck 1834, Aphelinus varipes Forster 1841, Coruna clavata Wa lker 1833; det. R.R.Askew/Manchester). The 2 further groups are generally hyper parasitoids: 17% Proctotrupoidea/Ceraphronidae (Lygocerus spec.) and 42 % Cynipoideal Charipinae (Charips and Phaenoglyphis spec.). Being specialized primary parasitoids, rich in species and rather well known systematically as well as biologically, the Aphidiidae deserve a more detailed analysis.
In the temperate zone, the hymenopterous aphidiid parasitoids of aphids overwinter as the last instar larvae/prepupae inside the mummified host aphids, less frequently in separate cocoons spun under the host 's skin. The mummified aphids, briefly called "mummies", are attached to the surface of the host plants, less frequently arc they free. The overwintering mummies re main on herbs or the leaves of shrubs and trees, and.fall down with them in the autumn; less frequently, they remain on the branches or needles of some conifers [Starr 1970: details] . Most of the mummies and coccons are thus removed as surface debris by spring flood waters in the target areas. Information on the occurrence, transfer and survival of the Aphidiidae in river debris is rather scanty. Boness [1958, 1975] superficially mentioned the Aphidiidae as elements in the flood water debris in Rhineland. An indirect information was obtained by Zuniga [1985] who investigated the fate of the cereal
